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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – July 1, 2019 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Robert Goodrich, and Jane 
Johnson. There was not a quorum but the Chair continued the meeting. 
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco, Roberta Visser, Linda Hunt 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Jeff Taylor 
 
MINUTES 
Without a quorum, the minutes could not be approved. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Public Input – the chair asked for public input and there was none. 
 
Camp Scholarships – UNH Extension 
Johnson said no one applied this year. 
 
Rail Trail Advisory Committee (RTAC) – Mt. Cresson Loop Trail Help 
There was a brief discussion about the assistance from the RTAC with work that needs to be done on the trail. 
Johnson said she when would give Alan Gross a call to see if he might have the time to help with the work.  
 
Spraying Education Information – Jeff Taylor 
Smith explained the commission members needed to better understand the issues around invasive plants. 
Taylor said it was in 2014 when spraying was last done at the Riley property, but he is no longer with the firm that 
did the work. Taylor noted the Riley property has again invasive plants and removing these plants isn’t a onetime 
shot since they are moved by wildlife, wind and other factors. The effort is to try to control the roots. Japanese 
knotweed needs to have repeated treatments 3 to 4 times after an initial treatment. They grow via rhizomes 
which travel underground so it is difficult to control. He also mentioned Honeysuckle, Buckthorn, Autumn Olive, 
and Burning Bush as well as other invasive species. Overall strategy is treatment and continuing monitoring. 
 
Taylor spoke about public wetlands requiring permits to use pesticides. Riley property has Ash Swamp Brook 
which feeds into the Ashuelot River. Bernard looked up public waters in Swanzey on the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) and the Ash Swamp Brook is listed as such. Taylor spoke about 
the multiple order streams. 
 
Taylor said he could handle invasive plants near public waters without getting a special permit because he is a 
Certified Arborist in New Hampshire and because Ash Swamp Brook is listed as a public waterway. Johnson 
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suggested taking a vote to proceed with treatment at the next meeting when Hunt is present. Taylor said he 
would want to know the limits of where the treatments should be. Taylor suggested the commission use a small 
booklet about invasive plants and he left some of the booklets with the members. 
 
Taylor provided an estimate of $400 to $500 for the cost of an assessment of the property by Taylor and another 
$1,000 or so for treatment. 
 
The plan is to have Taylor visit the site and assess the invasive species. Code Enforcement Officer Michael Jasmin 
said there is a map of the area that can be used in a visit to the site. Bohannon said he has a boundary map 
showing trails on the property also. Bohannon said the map he has also shows wetlands. These will be provided to 
Taylor for his work at the site. 
 
Taylor said he would attend a Conservation Commission August meeting and after that if it’s approved, the 
assessment will be done in the fall of 2019 and proposed treatment for spring of 2020. The Commission members 
present agreed on that course of action. 
 
Rail Trail request for $10,000 
Discussion was held regarding the request for funds in support of the federal Transportation Alternative Program 
(TAP) grant. Bohannon was present to ask for funds from the Commission to help the RTAC with the required 
matching funds. The Commission approved $5,000 donation for 2018, another $5,000 is for 2019 which was 
documented in Minutes of September 4, 2018.  
 
From the minutes: 

“Motion was made by Bernard to support the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant 
application with a Letter of Support and authorize the Chair to sign the letter and commit up to $10,000 
from the Conservation Fund towards the Town’s match, with $5,000 coming in 2018 and $5,000 in 2019, 
second by Visser, all were in favor. Motion passed.” 

 
Bohannon said he did not think that $5,000 was collected in 2018 and he said he would consult with the Finance 
Director about it. He asked that another $5,000 be considered by the Commission for 2020 if he no longer is able 
to collect the $5,000 originally approved for 2018. 
 
Potential Trail Maintenance Initiative – Mitchell Hill 
Mitchell Hill is a Scout who is interested in helping with trails. He appeared before the Board of Selectmen 
offering to help. However, Smith has tried to get in touch with him without success. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Mt. Cresson Management Forestry Plan 
Smith said he tried to reach Turner for the plan, but Turner is on vacation. No report. 
 
Moosewood Ecological Invoices May/June 
May Invoice for $1,007.50 and June invoice for $780 for work on the Natural Resources Inventory field visits was 
discussed. Johnson said she is hoping for results from the field visits soon. Smith said the plan is for field visits to 
continue through October 2019 with a report due in December 2019.  
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The Chair said he will approve payment of the invoices and inform the Commission of his decision at the next 
meeting. 
 
Pilgrim Pines Wetlands Permit Application for Dock Extension 
Smith provided information for the Commission members about this wetlands permit. 
 
13 Waters Edge Road NH DES Violation Complaint 
Smith passed out a copy of a letter from NHDES to Richard Duquette and J A Jubb regarding a violation on Wilson 
Pond involving an expansion of a driveway, construction of walkways and installation of a dock without a permit. 
The letter says NHDES has the authority to take enforcement action. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith passed out the report for January to April 2019. Expenditures were $1,193.23. 
 
Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee (ARLAC) 
Smith noted a letter of thanks from ARLAC for a donation made by the Commission. 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Smith passed out information about what FEMA is doing, which is updating flood maps. 
 
Carpenter Home Invasive Plant Control 
Smith said there is potential for being billed for about $1,300 for invasive control at the Carpenter Home. 
 
Nongame & Endangered Wildlife 
A request for contribution was passed up by the Commission members. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The Chair closed the meeting at 5:20 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


